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First Grade Key Concepts Outline

New Horizon Preschool has sought insights from various resources and diverse curriculum sets to create its own set of standards for academic excellence for our First-Grade program. We all students are created in the image of God and gifted with unique talents, personalities, imaginations, and the capacity to think and understand the world. At New Horizon Preschool we encourage a well-rounded educational approach that will equip them with skills for a lifetime of success. 
Problem Solving & Rationality: The student shows increased capacity to resolve conflict, understand others’ point of view, and use reasoning to solve problems.
Independence: The student is confident in basic care needs – toileting, getting dressed, etc. Shows a willingness to express themselves and be unique.
Manners & Etiquette: The student is courteous, kind, and shows concern for others, waiting their turn, sharing, and making polite requests. 
Emotional Regulation: The student can express a range of emotions and engage empathetically and positively with others. Maturity is developing.
Attention & Transition: The student can engage attentively for longer time periods and can smoothly move to other tasks. 


Social Development

Body Control & Motor Skills: 
Fine* motor skills and gross* motor skills are well developed, and the student is taking risks to grow their abilities and talents, and interests. 







*Fine Motor Skills: hand dexterity, pinch strength, finger isolation, wrist stability, grasp, thumb web space, zipping, buttoning, using scissors, pencil position in hand, getting dressed, tying shoes, self-feeding with utensils, etc

*Gross Motor Skills: walking, crawling, jumping, skipping, catching a ball, swinging, tumbling, throwing a ball, raising the arms above the head, bending over, twisting at the waist, standing on one foot, etc
Language Acquisition: If the student has been exposed to a different language at home, by the end of First Grade they are becoming bilingual.

Narration & Imagination: The student can tell creative and imaginative stories with details and plot structure.


Language Skills

Vocabulary & Communication: The student uses descriptive language when telling stories with greater complexity, and literary features such as foreshadowing, and metaphor, etc.
Pronunciation: The student speaks clearly, articulately, and can mimic different kinds of voices, cadence, rhythm, and speeds of talking.



Comprehension: The student can listen to multi-step instructions and act accordingly. The student can answer more complex questions about stories and content heard.
Grammar: The student speaks according to standard English grammar and can correct others, edit their own speech. 








Penmanship: The student can write neatly and clearly in allocated spaces, designated spots, and in various styles.    
Social Development
Dictation & Spelling: The student can transcribe instructions, take notes, and accurately spell common words and phrases. 


Writing 
Skills

Sentences: The student can properly write different kinds of sentence with appropriate punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and complete thoughts. 

Types of Writing: The student can recognize different kinds of writing and begins to produce in various styles, such as poetry, biography, etc. 


Drawing & Shapes: The student is better at creating images, drawing pictures, depicting real life, and understanding perspective and dimensional objects. 





Reading & Imagination: The student reads chapter books, mostly books without pictures as images ought to be produced in their mind’s eye.
Types of Content: The student can differentiate between fiction and non-fiction. The student is exploring poetry, plays, news, biography, scientific sources. 

Reading Skills



Comprehension: The student answers questions about a story, theme, main idea, and communicate those ideas verbally, in writing, and/or through pictures.
Sight Words: The student can read more than 100 sight words and words with at least 2 syllables.



Sequencing: The student can describe the parts of a story and the sequence of events: what happened first, next, and last, recall important details.
Symbols & Numbers: The student has increased mastery of numbers and comprehension of symbols and mathematical signs.







Measurement & Graphs: The students can record various measurements and begin to graph data.
Scientific Inquiry: The student can decipher fact vs fiction, can make guesses, start to build educational guesses and start to formulate conclusions, theories, etc.
The Five Senses: The student has increased mastery of their 5 senses and make scientific observations and form questions for investigation.
Portions & Fractions: The student is gaining confidence in portions, parts, and pieces. They begin to engage with fractions: a piece of pie, half of, equal to, etc.
Arithmetic: The students has increased mastery of basic addition and subtract, exploring multiplication, and can add/subtract with money.
Number Sentences: The student has mastered basic number sentences, correctly identifies mathematical symbols, and produce math sentences.
Time: The student can read a clock, and tell time, understand duration of time, and is mastering the calendar, seasons, etc. 
Counting: The student has mastered counting to 100, understands the concept of zero, and is improving in pattern recognition. 
Botany: The student has increased understanding of plants and how to care for them.  
Zoology: The student has growing understanding of animals of various types, what they need to live, and how to care for animals and pets.
Mathematic skills
Science 
Skills
The Tools of Science: The student begins to use various tools to carry out scientific investigation and create a record of observations.
Life Cycle: The student will observe the world and creatures, and begin to understand the cycle of life, stages of development of basic creatures. 
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